Genetics teaching for non-geneticist health care professionals in the UK.
It was the aim of this study to describe the structure and content of training in genetics for non-genetics specialist health care professionals in the UK. Data were collected by assessment of published syllabi and curricula and through contact with educational leads at responsible organisations. Twenty-six universities, 7 Royal Colleges and various intercollegiate boards and committees are involved in the provision of medical education at various levels, in addition to institutions offering nursing and/or midwifery training. Genetics is taught in variable formats, quantities and contents, and although some institutions are moving to adopt minimum competencies in genetics, this is by no means widespread. Given the wide number of stakeholders in the field, consensus competencies seem most likely to advance practice, and thus, phase II of the GenEd project will survey professionals to ascertain their priorities for genetic education.